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Niagara  River.  L.G.S.  Fishing 
1869,  161/2  X  24  inches 

oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 
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Lars  Gustaf  Sellstedt  was  a  dominant  force  in  the  origin  and 
development  of  The  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy  during  its  first  half- 
century.  No  adequate  history  of  art  in  Buffalo  could  be  written  without 
recognition  of  that  fact.  His  name  appears  thirty-five  times  in  Willis  0. 
Chapin's  historical  sketch  of  the  Academy.  At  the  time  of  his  death  the 
Buffalo  Express  said:  "He  was  a  loyal  citizen  of  Buffalo  for  over  half  a 
century,  and  did  more  than  any  other  man  to  encourage  among  Buffalo's 
rising  generation  the  study  of  art."' 

Sellstedt  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Academy,  a  project 
that  he,  with  Thomas  LeClear,  William  H.  Beard  and  others,  had  sought 
for  some  years  to  bring  into  being.  In  the  article  "Buffalo's  First  Art 
Exhibit,"  appearing  in  the  Winter  1962  issue  of  Niagara  Frontier,  Olga 
Lindberg  states:  "To  celebrate  its  twenty-fifth  year,  the  Young  Men's 
Association  planned  an  exhibit  of  paintings  and  the  Fine  Arts  Committee 
was  asked  to  handle  the  details.  Edward  S.  Rich  was  chairman  and  Lars 
Gustaf  Sellstedt,  a  local  portrait  painter,  headed  the  Artists'  Committee 
as  Exhibit  Chairman.  Under  Mr.  Sellstedt's  enthusiastic  leadership  many 
paintings  and  pieces  of  sculpture  were  assembled  in  American  Hall." 
He  worked,  in  fact,  tirelessly  to  establish  a  permanent  gallery,  and  served 
for  more  than  twenty-five  years  as  superintendent,  continuing  thereafter 
on  the  executive  board.  He  was  president  of  the  Academy  in  1876  and 
1877,  was  elected  an  honorary  member  in  1898,  and  honorary  president 
in  1911. 

Although  of  foreign  birth  and  limited  formal  education,  Sellstedt 
had  acquired  by  long  and  diligent  effort  a  mastery  of  English  exceptional 
even  in  many  well-known  American  writers.  This  man  who  mastered 
both  art  and  English  largely  by  his  own  effort  was  born  April  30,  1819 


in  Sundsvall,  a  Swedish  lumber  port  on  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  within 
three  hundred  miles  of  the  Arctic  Circle.  His  mother,  daughter  of  a 
clergyman,  had  intended  that  her  son  should  enter  the  ministry.  He 
began  the  study  of  Latin  at  the  age  of  three,  and  often  wrote  his  name 
in  the  Latin  form,  Laurentius  Gustavus  Sellstedt.  Later  he  acquired  the 
rudiments  of  Greek.  The  only  formal  art  instruction  that  he  received 
came  through  some  childhood  lessons  in  drawing. 

Sellstedt's  father  died  when  the  lad  was  nine  years  old.  His  step- 
father, whatever  his  better  qualities,  could  not  win  the  affection  of  young 
Lars;  and  with  sturdy  independence  the  boy  went  off  to  sea  at  the  age 
of  twelve.  On  a  voyage  to  the  United  States  in  1834  he  began  the  study 
of  English.  By  diligent  use  of  Johnson's  pocket  dictionary,  arid  the 
aid  of  the  captain's  order  that  no  one  should  speak  anything  but  English 
to  the  boy,  he  made  fairly  rapid  progress.  On  a  later  cruise  in  the  naval 
sloop  Falmouth  he  joined  his  crewmates  in  scratching  landscapes  and 
designs  on  the  teeth  of  sperm  whales,  the  sailors'  "scrimshaw."  This 
pastime  Sellstedt  described  as  the  first  dawnings  of  the  art  idea  within 
him.  From  his  shipmates  he  heard  much  of  the  advantages  of  sailing 
on  the  Great  Lakes,  and  in  1842  he  made  his  first  visit  to  Buffalo  where 
he  worked  for  a  time  as  a  rigger.  The  superintendent  of  the  Bethel  Sail- 
ors' Home,  one  Captain  Black  who  had  studied  for  a  time  under  Gilbert 
Stuart,  discovered  and  encouraged  the  young  man's  interest  in  art,  al- 
though his  active  help  was  limited  largely  to  selection  of  materials. 

In  the  spring  of  1846  Sellstedt  settled  in  Buffalo  and  set  up  his 
"studio"  in  a  room  over  the  grocery  store  of  E.  T.  Bond  opposite  the 
post  office  at  Seneca  and  Washington  streets.  In  1847  he  obtained  tickets 
for  a  lecture  course  at  the  Buffalo  Medical  School,  the  nucleus  of  the 


present  University  of  Buffalo  School  of  Medicine,  by  making  a  series 
of  anatomical  pictures  for  lectures,  and  continued  his  study  of  anatomy 
as  long  as  the  college  remained  on  Seneca  Street.  Sellstedt  later  moved 
to  the  studio  formerly  occupied  by  William  J.  Wilgus,  at  Main  and  Erie 
Streets.  The  owner,  Dr.  James  P.  White,  had  some  doubt  as  to  the  artist's 
ability  to  pay  the  annual  rent  of  $100,  but  was  satisfied  when  Sellstedt's 
friend  William  D.  Fobes  also  signed  the  lease. 

In  the  summer  of  1848  Sellstedt  became  engaged  to  Louise  Love- 
joy,  a  beautiful  young  lady  of  twenty-five,  whose  family  lived  on  Seneca 
Street  near  Michigan  Avenue.  Louise  and  Lars  were  married  January 
19,  1850,  but  their  happiness  was  short-lived,  for  Louise  died  of  cholera 
October  15,  1850.  Grief-stricken,  Sellstedt  again  considered  prepar- 
ing for  the  ministry.  With  the  help  of  a  friend,  the  Reverend  Mont- 
gomery Schuyler,  he  brushed  up  his  Latin  and  Greek,  and  he  took  a 
class  of  boys  in  the  Bethel  Sunday  School.  But  the  palette  proved 
stronger  than  the  pulpit;  and  as  his  talent  developed  with  experience 
he  managed  to  save  two  hundred  dollars.  In  1853  he  again  visited  his 
mother  and  his  sisters  in  Sweden.  Returning  after  sixteen  months  he 
landed  at  New  York  with  fifty  dollars  in  his  pockets. 

Back  in  Buffalo  once  more,  he  met  and  fell  in  love  with  Caroline 
Scott,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  William  K.  Scott.  On  June  11,  1856 
they  were  married  by  the  Reverend  John  C.  Lord  of  Central  Presbyterian 
Church.  This  marriage  opened  up  for  him  a  new  vista  into  the  social 
life  of  the  city.  Caroline  Scott's  sister  was  the  wife  of  Soloman  G.  Haven, 
a  distinguished  member  of  the  bar  and  partner  of  Millard  Fillmore  in 
the  firm  of  Fillmore,  Hall  and  Haven.  The  Sellstedt  home  at  78  West 
Mohawk  Street,  later  to  become  the  Cafe  Rouge  of  the  Statler  Hotel, 
was  the  meeting  place  of  many  distinguished  friends,  among  them 
judges,  lawyers,  writers  and  painters.  Here  he  had  his  studio,  after 
moving  it  from  a  room  over  the  offices  of  Rogers  and  Bowen  in  Erie 
Street,  which  firm  became  well  known  as  Rogers,  Locke  and  Milburn. 
As  a  portrait  painter  Sellstedt  now  had  many  sitters  —  Grover  Cleveland 


was  one  of  them.  They  both  belonged  to  a  fishing  club  on  the  Niagara 
River.  He  painted  three  portraits  of  Millard  Fillmore.  Mayors,  doctors, 
artists  and  business  friends  sat  for  their  portraits  in  the  genial  atmos- 
phere of  his  studio. 

He  continually  enriched  his  mind  with  studies  in  history,  science 
and  anatomy,  and  he  kept  up  his  knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek.  Poetry 
was  read  and  discussed  in  friendly  gatherings.  In  later  years  he  liked 
to  set  down  his  thoughts  in  verse.  The  Sellstedts  were  active  members 
of  the  Shakespeare  Club  which  met  at  various  homes  to  read  the  plays 
aloud.  Celebrating  their  golden  anniversary  in  1906,  this  long  and 
happy  life  together  continued  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sellstedt  in  1909. 

Although  for  several  years  Sellstedt  had  submitted  some  of 
his  work  to  the  National  Academy  of  Design,  it  was  not  until  1872  that 
he  was  elected  an  associate.  In  that  year  he  submitted  a  large  self-por- 
trait which  later,  with  William  H.  Beard's  March  of  Silenius,  repre- 
sented the  art  of  Buffalo  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia. 
That  portrait  is  now  in  the  permanent  collection  of  the  Albright-Knox 
Art  Gallery,  and  included  in  the  present  exhibition.  Sellstedt  was  made 
a  full-fledged  Academician  in  1875. 

Much  of  that  year  was  spent  with  his  wife  and  daughter  in 
Europe  visiting  the  great  galleries  of  London,  Paris,  Venice,  Florence 
and  Rome  where  they  spent  the  winter  in  the  company  of  fellow  artists. 
Among  them  were  C.  C.  Coleman  and  Elihu  Vedder.  On  their  return 
Sellstedt  resumed  his  active  participation  in  art  circles.  In  February, 
1911,  a  few  months  before  his  death  on  June  4,  his  long  and  capable 
service  was  recognized  by  his  election  as  honorary  president  of  The 
Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy.  His  later  years  had  been  crowned  with 
success  in  his  chosen  field,  and  graced  by  the  friendship  of  an  ever- 
widening  circle  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Sellstedt's  fame  rests  securely  on  his  career  as  an  artist  and  on 
his  contribution  to  the  development  of  art  interest  in  Buffalo.  He  also 
left  three  literary  works  of  considerable  interest  and  value.  His  auto- 


biography.  From  Forecastle  to  Academy,  was  published  in  1904.  In 
1910  appeared  his  Art  in  Buffalo  which  includes  a  small  anthology  of 
poems  inspired  by  art.  Among  them  is  the  artist's  Farewell  to  Art,  sent 
perhaps  with  prophetic  vision  to  be  read  at  that  year's  meeting  of  the 
National  Academy  of  Design.  A  year  after  his  death,  his  Life  and 
Works  of  William  John  Wilgus  was  published  privately  in  an  edition 
limited  to  forty  copies.  The  publications  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society 
include  a  monograph  on  Roswell  Willson  Haskins  (volume  4)  and  a 
shorter  tribute  to  James  0.  Putnam  (volume  6).  The  files  of  the  Society 
also  contain  an  unpublished  biographical  sketch  of  his  esteemed  father- 
in-law.  Dr.  Scott. 


Men  of  his  time  held  Lars  Gustaf  Sellstedt  in  high  regard.  His 
devotion  to  art  and  his  skill  in  that  field  commanded  their  respect; 
his  character  and  personality  earned  their  esteem.  His  death  on  June 
4,  1911.  in  his  ninety-third  year,  removed  from  the  local  scene  one  who 
for  all  time  must  be  rated  among  our  most  illustrious  citizens. 

In  modest  self-appraisal,  Sellstedt  ended  his  own  story  of  his 
long  and  adventurous  life  with  these  words:  "I  love  to  think  that  I  might 
have  been  a  better  painter  had  I  had  the  early  training  needed  to  be- 
come one.  Ambition  I  had,  high  standard  was  mine,  too  high,  perhaps, 
for  my  limited  powers.  In  one  thing,  however,  I  have  not  failed,  I  have 
not  failed  in  my  loyalty  to  the  pure,  the  good,  the  beautiful  in  art." 


Walter  McCausland 

Buffalo,  New  York 

May  1,  1962 


'7m^,n  ^^^^//^.^,  a£  w. 


1.    Mr.  Sellstedt  in  His  Studio 
1871,  56%  X  421/4  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Collection  Albright-Knox  Art  Gallery 


5.    My  Mother  (Mrs.  Eva  Sellstedt)  ' 
1854,  18  X  141/2  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Frank  H.  Potter 


2.  Self-Portrait 

1899,  301/4  X  25  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 

3.  Self-Portrait 

1907,  1714  X 14  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 


4.    A.T.  Chester,  D.D. 

1853, 49%  X  281/8  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Collection  Albright-Knox  Art  Gallery 


6.  Silas  Hubbard,  M.D. 
1854-55,  24  x  20  inches 
oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Mrs.  WaUer  B.  Robb 

7.  My  Wife  (Caroline  Scott)  * 
1856,  2414  X  20  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 

8.  William  K.  Scott,  M.D. 
1856,  24  X  20  inches 
oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 
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9.    William  K.  Scott,  M.D. 
•1856,  2414  X  20  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 


15.    George  W .  Clinton 
1890,  36  X  29  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  City  of  Buffalo 


10.    Governor  Blacksnake 
1857,  22  X 18  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 


16.    Bermuda  Portrait 

1897,  10^4  X  1%  inche 

watercolor 

Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 


11.  Solomon  G.  Haven 
1861,  27  X  22  inches 
oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 

12.  Eva  Sellstedt,  age  three 
1865, 16  X  20  inches 
oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Frank  H.  Potter 

13.  The  Rabbi'' 

1867,  25  X  2034  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 


17.    Frank  Hamilton  Potter,  M.D. 
1899,  I614  X  201/2  inches 


on  canvas 


oil 

Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 


18.    Dennis  Bowen 
3414  X  27  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Patrick  H.  Hodgson 


14.    William  W.  Potter,  M.D.* 

1888,  24^/8  X  20  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 
*  illustrated 


19.    Graver  Cleveland* 
401/i  X  321/2  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  Club 
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20.    Millard  Fillmore 
40  X  32  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  Club 


26.    Mrs.  John  D.  Larkin,  Sr. 
18  X  14  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Harry  H.  Larkin,  Sr. 


21.    Millard  Fillmore'' 
36  X  291^  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Collection  Albright-Knox  Art  Gallery 


27.    Thomas  LeClear 
241/2  X  201/4  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 


22.    Eldred  Palmer  Gray,  M.D. 
3014  X  2514  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Mrs.  M.  C.  T.  Llop 


28.    James  Miller 
24  X  20  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 


23.    Nathan  K.Hall 
271/8  X  22  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 


29.    Major  General  Peter  B.  Porter 
24  X  20  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 


24.    Ann  Hance,  Wife  of  Josiah  Letchworth 
1714  X  2134  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Mrs.  Geoffrey  J.  Letchworth 


30.    The  Reverend  William  Shelton,  D.D. 
30%  X  25  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 


25.    John  Keucherer  ( "Water  John") 

2414  X  20  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 
*  illustrated 


31.    Mrs.  Albert  H.Tracy* 
30  X  251/i  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 
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32.    Shipwreck 

1849,  191/2  X  32  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Frank  H.  Potter 


37.    Buffalo  Harbor  from  the  Foot  of  Porter  Avenue" 
1871.  18  X  30  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Collection  Albright-Knox  Art  Gallery 


33.    My  First  Ship 

1854, 24  x  20  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Roger  W.  Putnam 


38.    Frigate  by  Moonlight 
1873,  2OV2  x  32  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 


34.    Evening  Scene 

1855,  36y2  diameter 

oil  on  copper 

Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 


39.    From  My  Window  in  Venice* 
1875,  leVa  X  30  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 


35.    River  Scene'^ 

1855,  36V2  diameter 

oil  on  copper 

Lent  by  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 


40.    A  Winter's  Day  at  Marblehead 
1875,  111/2x24  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 


36.    Niagara  River,  L.G.S.  Fishing  (cover*) 
1869,  I6I/2  X  24  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 

■•'illustrated 
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A  Storm  off  Bermuda 
1890,  19  X  30  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 
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42.    Sunset 

1898, 151/4  X  27  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 


46.    Gondolas,  Venice 
I4I/4  X  27  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Walter  McCausland 


43.    Sunset  ivith  Trees 

1901,  141/4  X  121/8  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Walter  McCausland 


47.    Sailboats* 

8  X  11%  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Walter  McCausland 


44.    Ancient  Mariner 

1907,  34  X  27  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Harry  H.  Larkin,  Sr. 


45.    A  Sailing  Ship* 
26I/2  X  36  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Robb 


48.  Seascape 

171/4  X  271/4  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Frank  H.  Potter 

49.  Ship  in  Storm 
12%  X  16  inches 
oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Lars  S.  Potter 

50.  Paletteof  the  artist  (framed) 
Lent  by  Mrs.  Waher  B.  Robb 


Mrs.  DeLancey  Rochester 

1892,  2014  X  16  inches 

oil  on  canvas 

Lent  by  Mrs.  John  L.  Rochester 

''illustrated 


S^t/i/e^f/d 


Buffalo  Boy  Counting  His  Money 
date  unknown,  18%  x  12  inches 
oil  on  canvas 
Lent  by  Nelson  G.  Russell,  Jr.,  M.D. 
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Seymour  H.  Knox,  President 

Theodore  G.  Kenefick,  Vice-President 

Samuel  D.  Magavern,  Secretary 

Lars  S.  Potter,  Treasurer 

William  C.  Baird 

Henry  S.  Bradley 

Charles  Gary 

James  G.  Dyett 

Manly  Fleischmann 
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Albert  R.  Gurney 
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Alfred  H.  Kirchhofer 
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Newell  L.  Nussbaumer 
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